                                                    Children's  Ministry Committee Minutes

                                                                   January 20, 2010.

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Cathy Black , out going elder; Rachel Boeckenhauer ;Sandy Dwyer,Wendy Noriega ,Andy Posluszny, incoming elder ; Linda Smith- Gregory ,Sunday School Superintendent; and  Pastor Caressa Murray.

.

 The meeting  was opened with prayer by Cathy Black.. Our  devotion was the reading of the book “ Faith the Cow” by Susan Bame Hoover. This is the story of the first Heifer International heifer. The children are currently using the Animal Crackers Curriculum by Heifer International in Sunday School.  Both  Heifer International books “Faith the Cow” and “Beatrice's Goat” were donated to the  Children's Library.  

 Andy Posluszny was welcomed as the new chairperson/ elder for Children's Ministry.

VBS

The  dates for the year's Vacation Bible School is June 06-10, 2010. Nina Moede has enthusiastically agreed to be our director. VBS Celebration Service will be  on June 13, 2010.Caressa will check with the Worship committee re the possibility of doing one service at 10:00 am and Fellowship committee about a  WPC congregation picnic  after the service. We are proposing a special offering taken during this service used  to complete our remaining contributions to the purchase of an Ark./ Heifer Project. Our VBS program will be based on the Animal Cracker's/ Heifer Project curriculum. Names were suggested for a proposed leadership team . This year we will include a volunteer coordinator position. Caressa and Nina will meet next on February 05, 2010 and report back to this committee.

Birth to Three Ministry

  Mommy and Me Group will now be held  Friday mornings starting  January 22, 2010 from 9:00- 10:00 am. We have one childcare worker available at this time Friday mornings. Katie Grady is working on getting the blog up and running by the weekend.  

Sunday School/Children's Chapel /J.A.M

Active Parenting Sunday School class continues with a lot of interest and regular attendance. The Parenting workshop January 09, 2010 was canceled secondary to low registration. However, Janet Allison , our guest speaker,was able to meet January 10th with the Active Parenting class and will continue to keep in touch.

 Practices for the musical message component of Children's Sabbath have started Wednesday nights 5:30- 6:30 pm. Shepherds have been assigned to the preschool rotation and will be using the “Play and Pray Bible”. Children's Chapel training  was completed and  we have a full schedule of leaders in place. Special thanks to those adult and youth volunteers.

Children's Sabbath

On   Sunday February 28, 2010 the children will lead the service with  their own prepared liturgy, and a musical message. 

Lent Easter

There will be an Intergenerational Easter morning breakfast April 4, 2010. CMT supported not having an Easter Egg Hunt this year. Instead we propose a true intergenerational activity following breakfast or a separate children's program focusing on the meaning of Easter. Linda will gather Easter Intergenerational activity  ideas to be presented at the next Christian Nurture Meeting. The children will again get the opportunity to experience the Holy Week Walk on the weeks leading up to Easter.

Children`s Ministry Family Fellowship Activities

Secondary to the low attendance at  Children's Ministry Fellowship Activities we discussed alternative family activities. One suggestion was performing  mission related  family activities in small groups. This area will be revisited next month.

Plans for 2010

     Bible and Me Classes  are scheduled during Sunday School hour  April 11- May 16th 2010 for 2nd graders.  Get Ready Get Set Worship will be same dates and times for 3rd graders. Dates were set for the following workshops.

· Children's Human Sex Ed course- Saturday , April 17, 2010  from 9:00-1:00 pm

· Come to the Waters ( BAPTISM) workshop-Sunday, April 25, 2010 after 2nd service

· Come To the Table workshop (Communion) -Sunday, May2, 2010 after second service

Budget

Our 2010 budget   for $6, 200 was approved as submitted !!!

Childcare Staff

We are needing to fill 2 childcare vacancies.

Volunteers

Cathy will write an announcement for the bulletin requesting a Children's Library  volunteer and  a  Sunday School / Children's Chapel volunteer to prepare classroom

Meeting was closed with prayer by Sandy Dwyer

 Next Meeting is February 10, 2010. February and March meeting will be moved to the second Wednesday secondary to Ash Wednesday and Spring Break respectively.  

Plan for Feb. meeting :  1. Set date for Rally Day  2.Family Fellowship Activities 3. VBS- special offering approval and Celebration Service/ Congregation Picnic 4. Complete Children's Ministry Committee team assignments 2010

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

Information Items for Session Mtg:

1. Children's Sabbath February 28, 2010

2. VBS- June 6-10, 2010

3. Children's Human Sex Ed Course- Saturday April 17. 2010.

4. Come to the Waters workshop -Sunday April 25, 2010.

5. Come to the Table workshop – Sunday May 2, 2010.

